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N2 S2
At St Philip Evans Church, Cardiff

Nday the Dth of Monthember, 20xx


Welcome!
As parish priest of St Philip Evans Church, may I offer you the warmest of welcomes to our parish for this special occasion! As Catholics, we believe that the God whose love was shown to us by Jesus Christ, wishes to bless every marriage sealed with vows made in God’s house. Whatever your own personal faith, we invite you to participate in the prayers and responses of the service to the extent that you feel able to do so.                – Revd Gareth Leyshon
Please ensure your mobile phone is switched off, or in silent mode.
If you wish to take photographs during the service, please do so from your place in the congregation without using a flash, so as to keep the prayerful atmosphere of the service. Flash may be used during the entrance and exit processions.
 A loop system is in operation for the hard of hearing.

 	One unisex toilet is available off the church lobby (to your left as you look into the church proper through the glass); additional toilets are available in the parish hall, when open.

If you are accompanied by small children likely to cry, please feel free to make use of the church lobby, which will have loudspeakers to broadcast the sound from the main body of the church.
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 	In the unlikely event of a fire or other emergency, please leave the church by the nearest exit and assemble in the car park.

	Please do not scatter confetti inside the church, as we do not have the resources to clear it away before our weekend services. Thank you for your co-operation!


The Catholic Wedding Ceremony
 All stand. 
Prelude and Processional Music 
- usually culminating in a traditional march for the entrance of the bride.

Opening Hymn
Insert text here

OPENING RITE
Presider: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
Presider: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
All: And with your spirit.
The Presider welcomes all present to the celebration.

Presider: Let us pray.. [prayer follows]
  			                ... one God, for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
 All sit. 
First Reading: [reference]
Read by R1.
R1: ... The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.

The Responsorial Psalm: [reference]
Sung or read by R2.
Refrain, said/sung by all: ...

Second Reading: [reference]
Read by R3.
R3: ... The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.
 All stand. 
The Gospel Acclamation: [reference]
Sung or read by R4.
R4: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
R4: text of acclamation 
All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Or in Lent
R4: Glory to you, O Christ, you are the word of God.
All: Glory to you, O Christ, you are the word of God.
R4: text of acclamation 
All: Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God.

The Gospel: [reference]
Read by Deacon.
 Deacon: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit. 
 Deacon: a reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew / Mark / Luke / John
All: Glory to You, O Lord.
 Deacon: ... The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
 All sit. 
The sermon is now given.
 RITE OF MARRIAGE
 All stand. 
Presider: (when both are baptised) N1 and N2, you have come together in this church so that the Lord may seal and strengthen your love in the presence of the Church’s minister and this community. Christ abundantly blesses this love. He has already consecrated you in baptism and now he enriches and strengthens you by a special sacrament so that you may assume the duties of marriage in mutual and lasting fidelity. And so, in the presence of the Church, I ask you to state your intentions.
Presider: (when one spouse is not baptised) N1 and N2, you have come together in this church so that the Lord may seal and strengthen your love in the presence of the Church’s minister and this community. In this way you will be strengthened to keep mutual and lasting faith with each other and to carry out the other duties of marriage. And so, in the presence of the Church, I ask you to state your intentions.
Presider: N1 and N2, I shall now ask you if you freely undertake the obligations of marriage, and to state that there is no legal impediment to your marriage.
Presider: Are you ready freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage?
Bridegroom: I am.

Bride: I am.

Presider: Are you ready to love and honour each other as man and wife for the rest of your lives?
Bridegroom: I am.

Bride: I am.

Presider: Are you ready to accept children lovingly from God and bring them up according to the law of Christ and his Church?
Bridegroom: I am.

Bride: I am.

Bridegroom: I do solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful impediment why I, F1 S1, may not be joined in matrimony to F2 S2.
Bride: I do solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful impediment why I, F2 S2, may not be joined in matrimony to F1 S1.

Exchange of Vows
Presider: Since it is your intention to enter into marriage, declare your consent before God and his Church.
Presider: F1 S1, will you take F2 S2 here present for your lawful wife, according to the rite of our holy Mother the Church?
Bridegroom: I will.

Presider: F2 S2, will you take F1 S1 here present for your lawful husband, according to the rite of our holy Mother the Church?
Bride: I will.

Bridegroom: I call upon these persons here present to witness that I, F1 S1, do take thee, F2 S2, to be my lawful wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part. 
Bride: I call upon these persons here present to witness that I, F2 S2, do take thee, F1 S1, to be my lawful wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part. 
Presider: You have declared your consent before the Church. May the Lord in his goodness strengthen your consent and fill you both with his blessings. What God has joined together, let no man put asunder.
All: Amen.
 All sit. 
Blessing of Rings
Presider: (0) May the Lord bless this ring / these rings which you give to each other as the sign of your love and fidelity.
Presider: (1) Lord, bless and consecrate N1 and N2 in their love for each other. May this ring / these rings be a symbol of true faith in each other, and always remind them of their love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Presider: (2) Lord, bless these rings which we bless in your name. Grant that those who wear them may always have a deep faith in each other. May they do your will and always live together in peace, good will and love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
Bridegroom: F2, take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Bride: F1, take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer of the Faithful and Nuptial Blessing
The Presider and R5 now lead the congregation in prayers for the newlywed couple and for their families. Each prayer is concluded by:
R5: Lord, hear us.
All: Lord, graciously hear us.
Next the prayers of the mother of Jesus Christ are invoked:
R5: Let us ask the Mother of Jesus Christ to add her prayer to ours: 
All: Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
R5: Let us pray for a while in silence.
... Lord, hear us.
All: Lord, graciously hear us.
The Presider now prays a solemn blessing, called the Nuptial Blessing, over the newlywed couple.
Presider: [Nuptial Blessing]...  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

The newlywed couple, their two legal witnesses, and the Presider may now have to go to sign the Register. Meanwhile, the musicians will play....


CONCLUDING RITE
All stand. 
Presider: At the Saviour’s command, and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.

Presider: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.
 Deacon: Bow down for the blessing. 


Here are the four possible sets of texts for the final blessing. Please agree with your Presider which one will be used, and delete the others.
Presider: (1) God the eternal Father keep you in love with each other, so that the peace of Christ may stay with you and be always in your home.
All: Amen.
Presider: (1) May your children bless you, your friends console you, and all men live in peace with you.
All: Amen.
Presider: (1) May you always bear witness to the love of God in this world so that the afflicted and the needy will find in you generous friends, and welcome you into the joys of heaven.
All: Amen.

Presider: (2) May God, the almighty Father, give you his joy and bless you in your children.
All: Amen.
Presider: (2) May the only Son of God have mercy on you and help you in good times and in bad.
All: Amen.
Presider: (2) May the Holy Spirit of God always fill your hearts with his love.
All: Amen.

Presider: (3) May the Lord Jesus, who was a guest at the wedding in Cana, bless you and your families and friends.
All: Amen.
Presider: (3) May Jesus, who loves his Church to the end, always fill your hearts with his love.
All: Amen.
Presider: (3) May he grant that, as you believe in his resurrection, so you may wait for him in joy and hope.
All: Amen.

Presider: (4) May God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit bless, preserve and keep you; may the Lord mercifully with his favour look upon you; and so fill you with all spiritual blessings and graces that you may so live together in this life that in the world to come you may have life everlasting.
All: Amen.

Final Blessing and Dismissal
Presider: And may almighty God bless all of you who are gathered here, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
 Deacon: Go in peace.
All: Thanks be to God.

Final Hymn, sung by all present.
At this point, the newlywed couple, their two legal witnesses, and the Presider, go into a side room to sign the Register. Meanwhile the musicians will play...

Closing Music 
- often consisting of or concluding with a traditional march for the exit of the newlyweds.
Copyright acknowledgement:

Excerpts from the English translation of the Rite of Marriage © 1969, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

If you include the text of readings from the Lectionary you must include the following copyright acknowledgement:

Scripture texts are taken From The Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton Longman & Todd Ltd and Doubleday and Company Ltd.

If you include the text and/or music of songs then you must include copyright details and you are responsible for paying any copyright charges due to composer, lyricist, publisher etc.

Notes to the Couple:
The document above this point is a sample Order of Service. Please feel free to adapt to your own wedding, but St Philip Evans Parish does request that you include the welcome notes at the start of the document.
You will want to supplement the basic structure with the words of the hymns and religious songs which will be used at the Service, and titles of the musical pieces performed.
We do NOT recommend that the full text of Bible readings is included, unless a significant number of your guests are hard of hearing. In this case we suggest that the words of the readings be placed together at the end of the booklet – so as not to discourage the congregation listening directly to the word of God as it is proclaimed to them. 
If, however, you have guests from more than one language group and have decided to have one or more readings in a language other than English, then the English translation of the reading(s) may be included in appropriate place in the main order of service.
The font styles used above have the following meanings:
Directives to the congregation are in Bold Italics
Words spoken by the presiding minister are in normal font.

Red print = Omittable/variable text, changed for each wedding

People’s text, read by all present, in bold.


The codes for roles are as follows: 
N1, F1, S1 = usual name, full forenames, surname of the groom
N2, F2, S2 = usual name, full forenames, surname of the bride
Presider = presiding minister (usually a priest or deacon)
Deacon = any deacon present, else another assisting priest, else the Presider
R1 = first reader
R2 = psalm reader / cantor
R3 = second reader
R4 = alleluia reader / cantor
R5 = reader of the prayers
You can do a “Search and Replace” on “N1”, “Deacon”, etc to prepare an order of service for a particular wedding.
This document is prepared in “A4 Bookfold” format – print to A4 paper and it will automatically structure in the way needed to make a folded A5 booklet. You can delete these two instruction pages from your final copy.

